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TO P I C  1  /  4 6

Right of Way

How Right of Way is Established

Right of way is determined by signs and markings, by traffic lights, by the basic priority-from-right rule,
and by signals from the police.

A driver entitled to right of way must not be forced to brake, swerve or stop by the obligated driver.

Right of way at driveways

Anyone emerging from a driveway must yield to all road users on the road.

Who Yields When?

•  When turning left, give priority to oncoming traffic

•  When turning, give priority to pedestrians on the road you turn into

•  When leaving a property, cycle path, field path or parking lot – you yield to all road traffic

•  When changing lanes, you yield to traffic in the lane you want to enter

Special Vehicles

Emergency vehicles (police, fire, ambulance) with blue light and siren: pull aside, brake if necessary,
never block their path.

Public buses leaving a marked stop in built-up areas (signed) have priority – slow down and let them
pull out.

Narrow passages
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Where the carriageway narrows – parked vehicles, an island, roadworks – two vehicles can no longer
pass side by side. The rule depends on the signing:

•  A priority sign settles it: the white arrow shows who has priority.

•  Without a sign: whoever has a clear lane goes; whoever has the obstruction on their side waits.

•  If both arrive together, the one who can stop more easily gives way.

Remember: making space for an emergency vehicle with blue light and siren always takes
precedence – if necessary by mounting the pavement or crossing a line.

Key idea & learning content

Priority rules determine who may go first – the most important basis for safe, flowing traffic.

•  Recognise and apply priority at junctions

•  Tell main roads from secondary roads by the signing

•  Priority at entrances and exits (pavement, cycle path, yard exit)

•  Narrow passages: priority rule and making space

•  Give way immediately to emergency vehicles with blue light and siren
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Priority from the Right

The Basic Rule

At intersections without priority signs or markings, the vehicle coming from the right has priority – this
is the most fundamental Swiss traffic rule (Art. 36 RTA).

Even when you cannot see clearly to your right, you must approach an unmarked intersection at a
speed that lets you stop in time.
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Priority from the right at junctions – vehicle from the right has priority

Priority from the right: the vehicle coming from the right has the right of way

Priority from the right Switzerland – junction example

On minor roads without signs, priority from the right applies

When Priority from the Right Does NOT Apply

•  On main roads (signed 3.03 / 3.04) – vehicles on the main road have priority

•  At Stop or Give Way signs – you must yield even if a car comes from the left

•  In roundabouts – vehicles inside the roundabout have priority

•  When leaving a property, parking lot or field path – you yield to road traffic

FAHRLEHRER24

Fahrlehrer24 · Car Theory Switzerland Page 5 / 53



Trams Always Have Priority

Trams have priority over all other vehicles – from the right and from the left – unless a sign or signal
says otherwise.

Emergency vehicles with blue light and siren also have absolute priority – make way immediately.

Key idea & learning content

Priority rules determine who goes first – priority from the right is their basic form.

•  Apply priority from the right at junctions of equal roads

•  Recognise where priority from the right applies – and where signs override it

•  Act correctly when several vehicles arrive at the same time
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Roundabouts

Right of Way in the Roundabout

Vehicles already inside the roundabout always have priority over vehicles entering from the right.
Before entering, the driver must slow down and make sure no priority vehicle is approaching.

Right of way in the roundabout – vehicles in the circle have priority

Vehicles in the roundabout always have priority over those entering
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Indicating in the Roundabout

When entering: The indicator does not need to be used (provided no lane change takes place).

When leaving the roundabout: The right indicator must be activated, but not too early – so that drivers
waiting to enter are not misled.

Cyclists and Pedestrians

On roundabouts without lane markings, cyclists may deviate from the rule of keeping right. Pay extra
attention to two-wheelers in the roundabout and avoid overtaking them where possible.

When entering and especially when exiting, watch out for pedestrians and give them priority at
pedestrian crossings.

Key idea & learning content

The roundabout has its own order of priority – knowing it keeps you flowing and safe.

•  Respect the priority of vehicles already on the roundabout

•  Enter, circulate and leave correctly, signalling your intention

•  Know the special cases: multi-lane roundabouts, cyclists on the roundabout
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Trams

Trams Always Have Priority

Trams have priority over all other vehicles – from the right and from the left – unless a sign or signal
says otherwise (Art. 38 RTA).

Reason: a tram cannot swerve and its braking distance is much longer than a car’s.
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Tram stop – alighting passengers have priority

At stops without a safety island, vehicles must wait until passengers have cleared the road

Passing a Tram

•  Overtake only on the right – never on the left (the tram tracks are usually in the middle)

•  If a tram is at a stop without a refuge island, you must stop until passengers have boarded / 
alighted

•  Tram tracks must be free – do not stop on or beside the tracks where you would obstruct the tram

Tracks, Curves and Signals

When crossing tram tracks, do so at a flat angle to avoid the wheels slipping – especially on wet rails.

A tram in a curve overhangs the rails by up to 1 m on each side – keep a clear safety distance.

Tram drivers use a three-light signal (yellow arrows): straight, left or right – do not confuse it with car
traffic lights.

Bus and tram stops

At stops you must expect pedestrians crossing in front of and behind the vehicle – often without
looking.

•  A bus pulling out: within built-up areas you must give way as soon as it signals. Brake if 
necessary.

•  Passengers alighting: at a stop without an island you may only pass at walking pace – or you 
must stop.

•  Trams: they have priority, including when coming from the left.

Key idea & learning content

Trams and buses follow their own rules – their priority and their stops demand particular attention.
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•  Know the tram's priority over motor vehicles

•  Behave correctly at tram and bus stops

•  Give way to buses pulling out of stops within built-up areas

•  Expect passengers boarding and alighting
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Traffic lights & signals

The phases and what they mean

Traffic light with the three lights red, amber and green

Green: you may proceed, but only if the junction is clear. Green never removes the duty of care: late
pedestrians and vehicles still clearing the junction keep their priority.

Amber: stop, unless you are already so close that you cannot halt safely – heavy braking would
endanger those behind you.

Red: you must stop before the stop line. If there is none, stop before the light so that you keep a view
of the junction.

Red and amber together: green is about to show. Prepare to move off, but do not move yet.

Flashing amber: the light is no longer controlling traffic. The signs in place then apply – and if there
are none, priority from the right. Take extra care: others may not have grasped the situation.

Remember: a light that is off or flashing never means «I go first». It means «which rule applies now?».

Arrow signals and lane signals

A green arrow permits only the direction shown. A green arrow together with a red light means: only
that direction is clear, all others must wait.

Above the lanes – typically on motorways and in tunnels – you will find signals that apply to a single
lane:

•  Red cross: lane closed, you must leave it.
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•  Flashing diagonal arrow: change lanes in the direction shown.

•  Green downward arrow: the lane is open.

These signals override road markings and fixed signs: they are adjusted to the situation in real time.

Light out of service: what applies?

A light that is switched off or flashing amber is not a free pass. Order returns in stages:

•  If there are signs at the junction (stop, «give way», main road), those apply.

•  If there are none, priority from the right applies.

Take extra care: others may not have grasped the situation.

The order of precedence

A classic test question – from the strongest rule to the weakest:

•  Instructions from the police – these override everything else.

•  Light signals – these override signs.

•  Signs and markings – these override the general rule.

•  The general rule, in particular priority from the right.

Remember: this order is a classic test question. Learn it from top to bottom – from the human being
down to the rule.

Key idea & learning content

Traffic lights control the most critical points on the road. Anyone who can read every phase with 
confidence keeps moving smoothly and avoids dangerous decisions.

•  Interpret every phase with confidence – including red-amber and flashing amber

•  Understand arrow signals and lane-specific signals overhead

•  Behave correctly when a light is switched off or faulty

•  Know the order of precedence: police before lights before signs before general rule

TO P I C  6  /  4 6

Police Signals & Instructions

Order of priority of the rules

In case of conflict, this order applies – from top to bottom:

•  1Signals and instructions of the police

•  2Light signals (traffic lights)

•  3Signs (road signs)

•  4Markings

•  5General traffic rules (e.g. priority from the right)
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Example: if the police signal "Stop", you stop even if the light is green.

Understanding hand signals

•  Arm stretched vertically upwards: "Attention" – for everyone: caution, a stop order follows 
(comparable to amber).

•  One or both arms stretched horizontally to the side: Stop for traffic approaching the officer from 
the front or behind. Traffic from the side (parallel to the arms) may proceed.

•  If the officer lowers the arms or turns, the release changes accordingly – watch them closely.

Other instructions

The police may also give instructions with a lamp, whistle, loudspeaker or from the vehicle (e.g.
"Follow", "Stop"). These are binding too. Instructions from other authorised persons (e.g. roadworks
traffic marshals, escorts of children's groups) must also be followed.

Key idea & learning content

Signals and instructions given to direct traffic create order – they override all other rules.

•  Understand and follow police arm signals

•  Also observe auxiliary police, school crossing patrols and site staff

•  Know the order: instructions before lights before signs before general rules
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One-Way Streets

Basic rule

•  Driving is allowed only in the direction of the arrow.

•  Entry from the opposite direction is forbidden (signed "No entry").

•  Within the one-way street there is no oncoming traffic – so overtaking is possible under the 
general conditions.

Exception for bikes

If the one-way street is signed with the supplementary plate "Bikes permitted" (contraflow cycling),
bikes may ride against the flow. Then expect oncoming cyclists, even when you are travelling "with the
arrow".

Parking

In one-way streets you may – where permitted – park on both sides of the road, as there is no
oncoming traffic. Still observe the other stopping and parking bans and keep a sufficient passage
width.

FAHRLEHRER24

Fahrlehrer24 · Car Theory Switzerland Page 11 / 53



Turning and getting in lane

As there is no oncoming traffic, you get in lane on the far left to turn left and on the far right to turn
right.

Key idea & learning content

Mandatory signs and indications set the direction of travel – the one-way street is the classic 
example.

•  Recognise a one-way street from the signs at both ends

•  Follow prescribed directions and direction arrows

•  Know the particularities: parking, turning and contraflow cycling
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Parking

Where You May Park

Park parallel to the edge of the road, as far right as possible, and not more than 40 cm from the kerb.

Blue zone: with parking disc, max. 1 h (Mon-Sat 08:00-19:00 typical). White zone: usually free / time-
limited. Yellow zone: private (reserved for residents or company).

Where Parking is Forbidden

•  On / within 5 m of a pedestrian crossing or intersection

•  On motorways and semi-motorways

•  Within 10 m of an unguarded level crossing

•  On bus / tram stops, where signs or yellow markings forbid it

•  In front of driveways, on cycle paths, on the pavement (unless permitted)

Stopping vs Parking

Stopping = up to 3 minutes for loading/unloading or boarding. Parking = anything longer.

Stopping is allowed in many places where parking is forbidden, but never on a zebra crossing, in front
of an emergency exit or on a tram lane.

Key idea & learning content

Signs and markings show where stopping and parking are allowed or prohibited – for safety and 
traffic flow.

•  Recognise stopping and parking prohibitions (signs, markings, extent)

•  Use bays, the blue zone, the parking disc and the meter correctly

•  Know where stopping is prohibited at all times
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Appropriate Speed

Adjust Your Speed to the Situation

Under the Swiss Road Traffic Act (Art. 32 RTA), drivers must always adapt their speed to the
circumstances, especially to the condition of the vehicle, road and load, as well as traffic and visibility.

Driving at the posted maximum speed is not always allowed – it is the upper limit, not the
recommended speed.

Factors That Reduce the Appropriate Speed

•  Poor visibility – fog, rain, snow, darkness, sun glare

•  Slippery roads – ice, snow, wet leaves, loose gravel

•  Built-up areas – children, pedestrians, cyclists

•  Narrow or winding roads, blind crests, obstructions

Speed and Stopping Distance

Speed must always allow you to stop within the distance you can see to be clear. On unfamiliar or
winding roads, this often means driving well below the posted limit.

Driving too fast for conditions is one of the most common causes of accidents in Switzerland – even
when the speed is technically legal.

Crosswinds and glare

Crosswinds act above all at tunnel exits, on bridges and behind windbreaks. Tall vehicles, trailers and
motorcycles are the most exposed. Reduce speed and hold the wheel firmly with both hands.

Glare – low sun or oncoming headlights – takes away your sight for several seconds. Never look at
the light source: direct your gaze to the right-hand edge of the carriageway and slow down. After
being dazzled the eye needs a moment to regain its sensitivity.

Key idea & learning content

Appropriate speed is the single most important factor in preventing accidents.

•  Adapt your pace to the road, traffic and visibility conditions

•  Apply the rule of the visible distance: be able to stop within what you can see

•  Assess particular hazards: aquaplaning, crosswinds, glare

FAHRLEHRER24

Fahrlehrer24 · Car Theory Switzerland Page 13 / 53



TO P I C  1 0  /  4 6

Maximum Speed

General Speed Limits in Switzerland

•  50 km/h – in built-up areas (town and village signs)

•  80 km/h – outside built-up areas (country roads)

•  100 km/h – on semi-motorways (autostrasse)

•  120 km/h – on motorways (autobahn)

•  Lower limits in special zones: 30-zone, 20-zone (residential), 40 km/h for towing

Lower Limits for Specific Vehicles

•  Cars with trailer: max. 80 km/h on motorway / semi-motorway, 60 km/h elsewhere outside town

•  Towing a broken-down vehicle: max. 40 km/h, motorway prohibited

•  Heavy lorries: 80 km/h on motorway, 80 km/h semi-motorway, 80 km/h country roads

Speed Limit â‰ Appropriate Speed

The posted maximum is the absolute upper limit. The appropriate speed is often lower – in fog, snow,
heavy traffic or near schools.

Exceeding the limit by 25 km/h (in town) or 30 km/h (outside) leads to licence withdrawal. Excessive
speeding (50/60/80 km/h over) counts as a crime under the Via Sicura law.

Zones

•  30 km/h zone: maximum 30 km/h, as a rule priority from the right, no marked pedestrian 
crossings – pedestrians cross anywhere.

•  Encounter zone: maximum 20 km/h, pedestrians have priority across the whole surface, but must 
not obstruct vehicles unnecessarily.

•  Pedestrian zone: reserved for pedestrians; motorised traffic is admitted only where a sign allows 
it, and then at walking pace.

Remember: a zone applies until the end sign – it does not stop at the first junction.

Key idea & learning content

Maximum speeds set the upper limit – only what also suits the situation is safe.

•  Know the general maximum speeds (built-up, outside built-up, semi-motorway, motorway)

•  Observe signed deviations and zones

•  Understand that the limit is not a target
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Stopping Distance & Braking

Three Distances Together = Stopping Distance

Stopping distance = reaction distance + braking distance.

•  Reaction distance = the metres covered between seeing a hazard and pressing the brake (avg. 1 
s reaction time)

•  Braking distance = the metres needed to come to a stop once the brake is fully applied

•  Stopping distance = both added together – the real distance you need to avoid a collision

Reaction distance

Braking distance

Stopping distance

Reaction distance + Braking distance = Stopping distance

Reaction distance

Speed ÷ 10 × 3

Applies to a reaction time of about one second. With two seconds the reaction distance doubles
accordingly.

Braking distance

(Speed ÷ 10) × (Speed ÷ 10)

The formula applies under ideal conditions: dry road, good brakes, sufficient tread depth. On wet or
snowy roads, or with worn tyres, the braking distance becomes considerably longer.

Stopping distance = reaction distance + braking distance

Rule-of-Thumb Formulas (Dry Road)

•  Reaction distance "H speed / 10 × 3 – example: 50 km/h !’ 15 m

•  Braking distance "H (speed / 10)² – example: 50 km/h !’ 25 m

•  Stopping distance at 50 km/h on dry road "H 40 m

•  On wet road: double the braking distance. On snow / ice: triple or more.

What Increases Your Stopping Distance

Reaction time grows with fatigue, alcohol, distraction (phone), age and bad visibility. A reaction of 2 s
instead of 1 s doubles the reaction distance.

Braking distance grows with speed (squared!), worn tyres, wet or icy roads, heavy load and downhill
gradient. Always keep enough following distance (rule: 2 seconds, in poor conditions more).

Key idea & learning content

Stopping takes distance: reaction distance plus braking distance – both grow with speed.

FAHRLEHRER24

Fahrlehrer24 · Car Theory Switzerland Page 15 / 53



•  Distinguish reaction, braking and stopping distance

•  Be able to apply the rule-of-thumb formulas

•  Know the influencing factors: speed, attention, road surface, tyres
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Moving Off, Reversing & Turning

Moving off

When moving off from the kerb you are obliged to give way: you must not obstruct other road users.
Check the mirror, do the shoulder check and signal moving off with the indicator.

Reversing

•  Only slowly and over short distances.

•  You must be able to oversee the whole carriageway behind you; if visibility is insufficient, use a 
helper.

•  When reversing you are obliged to wait for the rest of the traffic.

•  Reversing is forbidden on motorways and semi-motorways and at places with poor visibility.

Turning around

Turning around is allowed only if it is possible without danger or obstruction. It is forbidden in
particular:

•  on motorways and semi-motorways,

•  at places with poor visibility (bends, crests),

•  before and on level crossings,

•  where signs or markings forbid it.

Key idea & learning content

Every change of direction calls for care: look and signal first, then move.

•  Signal and give way when moving off

•  Reversing: duty of care, prohibitions and the use of a helper

•  Turning round: know the prohibitions and carry out the manoeuvre safely
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Lane Selection & Turning

Choosing the Correct Lane

Select your lane in good time based on where you want to go next – ideally about 100 m before an
intersection in town, 200 m outside town.

Indicate clearly before changing lanes, and check your mirrors and blind spot every time.

Turning Right and Left

•  Turning right: keep to the right edge of your lane, watch for cyclists in your blind spot

•  Turning left: move to the centre of the road, give priority to oncoming traffic

•  On a one-way street, you may turn left from the left edge

•  Always indicate in good time and switch the indicator off after the manoeuvre

U-Turns and Reversing

U-turns (turning around) are forbidden where they would endanger others, on motorways, semi-
motorways, in tunnels, on level crossings and where signs prohibit them.

Reversing is allowed only over short distances and never on motorways. Always look back – mirrors
alone are not enough.

Mirror and shoulder check

Mirrors leave an area on each side that you cannot see – the blind spot. A cyclist or motorcyclist
disappears into it entirely.

The shoulder check is required before:

•  every lane change and every move into position,

•  every turn – where cyclists ride,

•  every move off from the kerb,

•  every opening of a door.

Remember: mirror, then shoulder – in that order, and never one instead of the other.

Key idea & learning content

Getting into lane and turning well means planning early, showing clearly and respecting priority.

•  Get into the correct lane in good time

•  Give way to pedestrians, cyclists and oncoming traffic when turning

•  Mirror and shoulder check before every lane change and every turn
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Crossing

Crossing Oncoming Vehicles

When crossing oncoming traffic on a normal road, keep as far right as possible and slow down if
needed.

Crossing is forbidden on narrow bridges, tunnels and blind crests unless visibility and width allow it
safely.

Crossing on a narrow road – keep to your half of the lane

Cross on the right – keep a sufficient distance from oncoming traffic

Narrow Roads – Who Yields?

•  The vehicle on the side with the passing bay (turnout) gives way and uses it

•  On a slope, the downhill driver generally yields to the uphill driver – reversing downhill is easier 
and safer

•  Heavy vehicles have priority over cars and motorcycles; postal buses on signed mountain roads 
have absolute priority

Crossing on Mountain Roads

On signed mountain postal roads, the driver going uphill has priority. Follow signs from postal bus
drivers – their instructions take precedence.

Never reverse blindly – use passing bays and stop in time if you see oncoming traffic.
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Key idea & learning content

Passing oncoming traffic is a matter of space: enough lateral clearance – and clear rules on who 
waits at narrow points.

•  Pass safely at narrow points and past obstacles

•  Know who must give way or reverse – including on mountain roads

•  Maintain sufficient lateral clearance
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Overtaking

When Overtaking is Allowed

Overtaking is allowed only when you have sufficient visibility, enough space to return, and no
oncoming traffic.

Indicate left in good time, accelerate decisively, and return to your lane only after clearly seeing the
overtaken vehicle in your rear-view mirror.

Where Overtaking is Forbidden

•  Before and on pedestrian crossings

•  On blind crests, in tunnels, before bends with restricted view

•  Where a solid yellow or white line separates the lanes

•  Where –No overtaking– sign is posted

•  At level crossings without barriers

Overtaking on the Right

Overtaking on the right is forbidden. Exception: in orderly columns of traffic where lanes move at
different speeds, you may pass on the right (Rechtsvorbeifahren) – but without changing lanes for this
purpose.

Cyclists may be passed on the left, with at least 1 m lateral distance in town and 1.5 m outside.

Key idea & learning content

Overtaking is one of the riskiest manoeuvres – it is only permitted when distance, visibility and 
oncoming traffic allow it.

•  Know the conditions for overtaking without danger

•  Recognise overtaking prohibitions – signed and situational

•  Know the correct behaviour when being overtaken
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Safety Distance

How much distance is needed?

You must stay far enough behind the vehicle ahead to stop in time even if it brakes suddenly. There
are two proven rules of thumb:

•  Two-second rule: choose a fixed point at the roadside. When the vehicle ahead passes it, count 
"one thousand and one, one thousand and two". If you reach the point sooner, the distance is too 
short.

•  Half the speedometer: the distance in metres should be at least half the speedometer reading 
(80 km/h !’ about 40 m).

In wet, snow, fog or at high speed, increase the distance considerably.

Too little distance

Persistent tailgating and insufficient distance are punished with fines and, for serious offences, can
lead to withdrawal of the driving licence.

Column traffic

In heavy traffic keep up steadily, avoid unnecessary braking and do not let oversized gaps form – this
prevents jams. On motorways you thereby also enable the rescue lane.

Key idea & learning content

Distance is time: only an adequate gap lets you react to the mistakes of those ahead.

•  Keep a sufficient gap when following (two-second rule)

•  Adapt the gap to conditions: wet roads, queues, heavy vehicles

•  Know the consequences of following too closely
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Defensive driving & analysis

What does «defensive driving» mean?

Defensive driving is not slow or timid driving. It means assuming that others make mistakes – and
arranging your own driving so that those mistakes do not reach you.

Someone who drives this way does not give up priority as a matter of course, but neither do they
insist on it at any price. The question is not «am I in the right?», but «what happens if the other
person does not react as they should?».
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The four-point analysis

Four observation points around a road user

•  Type: how are they moving? An e-scooter accelerates differently from a bicycle; a lorry needs 
more room.

•  Age: children misjudge distances; older people need more time.

•  Attention: are they looking at the traffic or at their phone? Are they wearing headphones?

•  Intention: what do they appear about to do? Turned wheels, a glance over the shoulder, an 
indicator.

All four together give a picture – any one on its own leads to the wrong conclusion.

Anticipation: playing out the scenarios

Anticipating means running the situation forward in your mind: what could happen in the next few
seconds, and what will I do then?

The ball rolling out announces the child. The stationary bus announces pedestrians. Brake lights three
cars ahead announce the queue that will reach you.

Whoever has already thought the scenario through loses no time deciding: they already know what to
do.

Defensive tactics in practice

•  Choose speed and distance so that you could stop in an emergency.

•  Cover the brake whenever a situation is unclear.

•  Keep lateral clearance from cyclists, pedestrians and parked vehicles.

•  Be predictable for others: signal early, no abrupt manoeuvres.

•  Give up priority when insisting on it would create a hazard.

Know the limits of your own vehicle

Defensive driving includes knowing what you cannot see:

•  The blind spots beside and behind the vehicle – the shoulder check remains compulsory.

•  Your real braking distance with your load, your tyres and the state of the road.
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•  How the vehicle behaves with a trailer or a roof load.

Assistance systems help, but they do not replace this awareness.

Key idea & learning content

Those who observe systematically instead of reacting at the last moment stay one step ahead – 
and turn critical situations into ordinary ones.

•  Understand what defensive driving really means

•  Assess others with the four-point analysis

•  Anticipate scenarios before they happen

•  Know the limits of your own vehicle and your own field of vision

TO P I C  1 8  /  4 6

Visual scanning technique

Seeing is not yet recognising

Between «having it in your field of vision» and «reacting correctly» there are several steps: perceive !’
process !’ decide !’ act. Each one costs time.

That is why looking straight ahead is not enough. Fatigue, distraction and speed lengthen every one
of those steps – and their sum is the reaction distance.

Eye movement: near and far in turn

Road in perspective with near, middle and far viewing points

Far zone: as far as you can see. It tells you the course of the road, any slowdowns and what lies
ahead.

Middle zone: a few seconds in front of you. This is where other people’s manoeuvres are decided.
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Near zone: immediately in front of and beside you. A brief check, never a fixed stare.

Anyone fixated on the vehicle ahead is driving blind: the eyes must travel.

System and filter

Traffic delivers more impressions than you can process. That is why experienced drivers look
systematically:

•  System: at regular intervals the mirrors, the speedometer, the edges of the carriageway.

•  Filter: separating the relevant from the irrelevant – an advertising board is not relevant, a cyclist 
glancing back is.

The shoulder check

Mirrors show a lot, but not everything. The blind spot can only be checked by glancing over your
shoulder.

It is required before every lane change and every turn – and also before opening the door when
getting out.

When visibility deteriorates

Darkness, rain, fog and glare greatly reduce your usable field of vision: perception becomes slower
and incomplete.

Match your speed to the visibility you actually have, increase your distance and clean windows and
headlights before setting off. In fog, dipped beam and fog lights help; main beam makes things worse
because it reflects back.

Key idea & learning content

You can only react to what you have seen. A trained scanning technique widens perception far 
beyond what chance provides.

•  Understand the difference between seeing and recognising

•  Alternate systematically between the near and far zone

•  Apply a scanning system instead of looking at random

•  Adapt your driving when visibility deteriorates

TO P I C  1 9  /  4 6

Cornering & vehicle dynamics

The forces in a bend

Centrifugal force pushes you outwards. It grows with the square of the speed: at twice the speed, four
times the force. A tighter radius increases it further still.
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It acts on what you carry, too: an unsecured load shifts, a tall vehicle becomes unstable and a trailer
can jack-knife.

The available grip is shared between braking and steering. If you use it all up braking, none is left for
the steering.

The four-phase model

Bend with four phases marked in colour

•  Orient and signal: look far into the bend, judge its course.

•  Brake before the bend: all of the slowing down happens in a straight line.

•  Steer steadily: no corrections, no jerks.

•  Accelerate on exit: when the wheel comes back and the view opens up.

Remember: braking mid-bend asks the tyres to work in two directions at once – exactly where grip
runs out.

Speed, radius and stopping distance

The safe speed in a bend depends on the radius: the tighter it is, the slower you go.

In blind bends the visible-distance rule applies: you must be able to stop within the stretch you can
see. Beyond a bend there may be a stationary vehicle, a cyclist or an obstacle.

Safety reserves instead of the limit

The physical limit of a bend cannot be seen: damp, leaves or gravel shift it without warning.

That is why it pays to drive deliberately below what would be possible. That reserve is what lets you
correct when something is not as you expected.

Particular points for motorcyclists

The basic theory also applies to categories A and A1 – and on two wheels cornering technique
counts double.

•  A motorcycle takes a bend leaning over: the contact patch is tiny.

•  Gravel, road markings and manhole covers are especially treacherous when leaning.
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•  Your eyes steer: look where you want to go, not at the obstacle.

•  Braking while leaning can bring you down – slow down before you enter.

Key idea & learning content

A bend is prepared before you enter it. Arrive at the right speed and you no longer need to correct 
– and you keep grip in reserve.

•  Understand centrifugal force and its quadratic growth

•  Distinguish the four phases of a bend

•  Relate speed, radius and stopping distance

•  Keep reserves instead of approaching the limit

TO P I C  2 0  /  4 6

Eco-Friendly Driving

Eco-Drive – the key rules

•  Shift up early and drive at low revs (in the highest sensible gear where possible).

•  Look ahead: keep a steady speed, ease off the accelerator in good time, use momentum instead 
of accelerating and braking hard.

•  Switch off the engine during longer stops (level crossing, longer waits).

•  Keep the tyre pressure correct and remove unnecessary load (e.g. a roof rack).

Avoid noise and emissions

Unnecessary noise is forbidden: no revving the engine, no needless to-and-fro, no improper use of
the horn. Unnecessary idling (stationary noise) is also to be avoided.

Excessive exhaust emissions indicate a technical defect – comply with the prescribed emission
checks (see Roadworthiness).

Why it matters

Fuel-efficient driving protects not only the environment but also your wallet and the vehicle. The test
asks about environmental awareness specifically.
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Motorways & Semi-Motorways

Joining and Leaving the Motorway

On the acceleration lane, match your speed to traffic on the main carriageway. Use the indicator and
merge smoothly – the cars on the motorway have priority.

Use the deceleration lane to brake – never slow down on the main carriageway. Indicate before
leaving.

Lane Discipline and Overtaking

•  Drive in the right-hand lane when free

•  Use the middle / left lane only for overtaking

•  Overtaking on the right is forbidden – exception: orderly columns of traffic moving at different 
speeds (Rechtsvorbeifahren)

•  Stopping or reversing on the motorway is strictly forbidden

Speed Limits and Vignette

120 km/h on motorways (autobahn) and 100 km/h on semi-motorways (autostrasse). Trailer
combinations max. 80 km/h.

A valid motorway vignette (sticker or e-vignette) is required for every car. Penalty for missing vignette:
CHF 200.

Motorway vignette

•  It costs 40 francs and is required on motorways and semi-motorways.

•  It is valid from 1 December to 31 January of the following year.

•  A trailer or caravan needs its own vignette.

•  The adhesive vignette must be stuck to the windscreen; one merely tucked behind the glass is 
not valid.

Key idea & learning content

Motorways are the safest roads – but only for those who master their particular rules.

•  Join correctly: use the acceleration lane, priority to traffic already flowing

•  Know lane choice, the keep-right rule and the overtaking rules

•  Hard shoulder: what it is for – and what is prohibited on it

•  Know the prohibitions: turning round, reversing, stopping
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Tunnels

Before entering the tunnel

•  Switch on the dipped headlights (even during the day).

•  Take off your sunglasses so your eyes adapt faster.

•  Keep a sufficient distance from the vehicle in front.

•  Switch on the radio – traffic announcements will warn you.

In the tunnel

Keep your lane, drive steadily and overtake only where it is permitted and safe. Observe the signalled
maximum speed and the minimum distance. Turning around and reversing are forbidden in the tunnel.

In a traffic jam in the tunnel

•  Switch on the hazard warning lights.

•  Keep your distance from the vehicle ahead (room for emergency vehicles).

•  Switch off the engine.

•  Stay in the vehicle and follow instructions via radio or loudspeaker.

In a fire or breakdown in the tunnel

•  1If possible, drive out of the tunnel.

•  2If not: park the vehicle as far right as possible, switch off the engine, leave the key in the ignition 
(so it can be moved).

•  3Report the fire immediately (SOS recess / emergency phone) and, if it is safe, fight it with the 
fire extinguisher.

•  4Leave the tunnel on foot via the marked emergency exits – never walk back towards the 
entrance, but follow the escape route.

Key idea & learning content

In a tunnel there is no space at the side and no second chance – preparation and distance are 
everything.

•  Correct behaviour before and inside the tunnel: lights on, keep distance, sunglasses off

•  Know what to do in a breakdown or accident in a tunnel

•  Know the safety installations: SOS bays, emergency exits
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Level Crossings & Barriers

Approaching a Level Crossing

Approach every level crossing at a moderate speed, prepared to stop. Trains have absolute priority –
they cannot brake quickly.

It is forbidden to enter a level crossing if the road on the other side is blocked or if you cannot pass
through without stopping.

Closed or Closing Barriers

•  Barriers down or red light on – stop immediately before the crossing

•  Flashing red light without barrier = train is approaching, never cross

•  A bell with closed barriers may indicate that a second train is coming after the first – wait for the 
all-clear

•  If your car stalls on the tracks: get everyone out, push the car off, alert by phone (railway 
emergency)

Unguarded Crossings (St. Andrew’s Cross)

At unguarded crossings (St. Andrew’s cross sign), look and listen carefully in both directions. Stop if a
train is approaching.

Always cross in one continuous movement – never linger on the tracks.

Key idea & learning content

No vehicle stands a chance against a train – at level crossings the rules allow no compromise.

•  Understand the signals and flashing lights at level crossings

•  Behaviour when the barrier is closed or closing

•  React correctly in a queue, breakdown or fault on the crossing
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Steep Roads & Mountain Roads

Uphill vs Downhill Priority

On narrow mountain roads, the uphill driver generally has priority – reversing uphill is harder and
more dangerous than reversing downhill.

If a heavier vehicle (truck, bus) is descending, the lighter vehicle going uphill yields. On signed postal-
bus roads, the postal bus has absolute priority.
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Yielding on a mountain road

Crossing on narrow mountain roads: whoever is closer to the next passing place reverses.

Using Engine Braking

•  Long downhill: shift to a low gear and let the engine brake

•  Avoid continuous use of the foot brake – brake discs overheat (fade) and effectiveness drops

•  Brake pedal feels spongy / smells of burning = stop, let brakes cool

•  Manual / automatic both have a low gear or hill-descent mode

Curves, Snow Chains and Visibility

In curves, keep strictly to your side. Many mountain accidents happen because drivers cut the curve.

In snow or ice, use winter tyres and carry snow chains. Where signed, snow chains are mandatory on
the drive wheels.

Key idea & learning content

Gradients change braking distance and vehicle behaviour – mountain roads have rules of their own.

•  Use engine braking on steep descents

•  Passing on mountain roads: know who must give way

•  Know the particularities of mountain postal routes and pass roads
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Roadworks & changing conditions

Roadworks: slowly and alert

Roadworks are announced by the «roadworks» warning sign, often combined with reduced speed
limits and an overtaking ban.

Temporary limits apply exactly like permanent ones. Expect narrowed lanes, machinery moving in and
out, and staff standing centimetres from moving traffic: an appropriate speed there is not courtesy, it
is a duty.

Yellow overrides white: temporary markings

In roadworks traffic is guided by yellow or orange markings. Wherever yellow and white markings are
visible at the same time, the yellow ones always apply.

The same holds in the general hierarchy: temporary signing overrides fixed signs, and the instructions
of a person directing traffic override everything.

Diversions and extraordinary situations

Diversions are signed: follow the signing even if your navigation says otherwise – it often does not
know about the closure.

At events, accidents or in emergencies there may be instructions from the police or emergency
services that depart from the usual rules. Those take precedence too.

Road surface: reading the ground

•  Potholes and ruts: reduce speed; water collects in ruts – risk of aquaplaning.

•  Gravel: lengthens the braking distance and is thrown up at other vehicles.

•  Planed asphalt: it tugs at the steering – hold the wheel firmly.

•  Steel plates and mud: very slippery in the rain.

Key idea & learning content

Roadworks change the familiar rules overnight. Adapting your speed and following the temporary 
signing keeps the surprises away.

•  Recognise roadworks signing and observe the temporary limits

•  Know that yellow markings override white ones

•  Follow signed diversions even if the navigation says otherwise

•  Read the state of the road surface and anticipate loss of grip
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Use of Lights

Daytime running or dipped lights – always

Since 1 January 2014 there is a daytime lights requirement: motor vehicles must drive with daytime
running lights or dipped headlights even during the day. Driving without them is fined.

Dipped headlights

Dipped headlights are the standard lighting. They are compulsory:

•  at dusk, in darkness and at night,

•  in tunnels,

•  in poor visibility (rain, fog, snowfall).

Main beam

You may use the main beam only when no one is dazzled:

•  Dip for oncoming traffic and when following another vehicle.

•  In built-up areas with street lighting the main beam is generally not used.

•  You must also dip when crossing the path of trains or boats.

Fog lights

•  Front fog lights may only be switched on in fog, heavy snowfall or heavy rain.

•  The rear fog light is permitted when visibility is below 50 metres. In better visibility it must be 
switched off, as it dazzles.

Parking lights and hazard lights

Parking lights only serve to mark a parked vehicle. In a breakdown or danger you use the hazard
warning lights.

Dazzling

You must switch from main beam to dipped headlights in good time – for oncoming vehicles, but also
when following someone, because main beam dazzles through their mirror too.

If you are dazzled: do not stare at the light, direct your gaze to the right-hand edge of the carriageway,
slow down, and stop if you can no longer see. A heavy load lifts the front of the vehicle and can
dazzle others without your noticing – check the headlight alignment.

Key idea & learning content

See and be seen: the right lights at the right time are a duty.

•  Know which lights are prescribed and when

•  Use front and rear fog lights correctly
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•  Avoid dazzling others – and react correctly when dazzled

TO P I C  2 7  /  4 6

Zip Merging & Rescue Lane

Zip merging (the zipper system)

Where a lane ends – e.g. from three to two lanes, at roadworks or accidents – zip merging applies:

•  Drive on your own lane right up to the bottleneck. Changing too early blocks traffic needlessly.

•  At the bottleneck, vehicles merge alternately – one from the right, one from the left.

•  Vehicles on the continuing lane must let one merging vehicle in each.

Important: the merging driver remains obliged to give way – they have *no right* to a gap and must
not force their way in. In stop-and-go traffic, zip merging now also applies at motorway on-ramps.
Refusing to let someone in risks a fixed-penalty fine (CHF 100).

Rescue lane

On motorways and semi-motorways with at least two lanes per direction you must form a rescue lane
in stop-and-go traffic or a jam:

•  The lane is formed between the leftmost lane and the lane immediately to its right.

•  Vehicles therefore move to the left or right and leave a free corridor in the middle.

•  The lane is formed as soon as traffic slows down – not only when the emergency vehicles arrive.

Blocking the rescue lane is also fined.

Key idea & learning content

Queues and lane closures need cooperation: merge in turn, leave a lane for the emergency 
services.

•  Apply the zip-merge principle where a lane ends

•  Form the rescue lane correctly – already in slow-moving traffic

•  Know the correct behaviour in a traffic jam

TO P I C  2 8  /  4 6

Assessing the road

What is road assessment?
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Section of road from above with course, surface and verges marked

Three questions you can answer at a glance and which together define how to drive the next stretch:
course, surface and verges.

This is not a theoretical exercise: it is what an experienced driver does automatically every few
seconds.

The course

•  Bends and their radius: tight or open? does it tighten? !’ apply the phases of the bend.

•  Crests and dips: behind them there may be a stationary vehicle or an obstacle.

•  Visibility: how far can you actually see? That distance sets your sensible maximum speed.

The surface

Type of surface: asphalt, concrete, cobbles or an unmade track – each grips differently, especially in
the wet.

Condition: potholes, ruts, gravel, leaves, site mud. Changes in colour and texture announce changes
in grip.

The verges

•  Hard verges: walls, rock, trees, crash barriers – no room to swerve, keep more lateral clearance.

•  Soft verges: grass, unmade shoulder – drifting off unsettles the vehicle.

•  «Populated» verges: parked vehicles, driveways, hedges, bus stops – this is where the unseen 
emerges from.

From assessment to decision

The three answers together give you your plan for the stretch:

•  Speed: as high as the weakest of the three factors allows.

•  Position: further from risky verges, well to the right in blind bends.

•  Readiness: cover the brake wherever the surface or the verges suggest it.

The road forces you to do nothing – but it warns you about everything, if you look at it.
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Key idea & learning content

The road itself tells you what it allows. Those who can read it adapt their speed before the situation 
forces them to.

•  Apply the three questions of the assessment to every stretch

•  Assess the course: bends, radii, crests

•  Judge the surface and recognise areas of low grip

•  Derive a concrete speed and position from the assessment

TO P I C  2 9  /  4 6

Driver Condition

Alcohol Limits in Switzerland

•  General limit: 0.5‰ blood alcohol (BAC)

•  Zero tolerance (0.1‰) for: new drivers (3 years), learners, driving instructors, professional drivers 
(taxi, bus, lorry)

•  0.8‰ and above = serious offence – licence withdrawal, fine, possible imprisonment

Drugs and Medication

Zero tolerance for illegal drugs (cannabis, cocaine, heroin, amphetamines, etc.). Even trace amounts
in saliva or blood lead to licence withdrawal.

Check the package insert of any prescription medication – some sleeping pills, sedatives and
antihistamines impair driving fitness even days later.

Fatigue and Concentration

•  Driving when tired is comparable to driving with alcohol – reaction time drops sharply

•  Take a break every 2 hours on long trips

•  Coffee, music or open windows are no substitute for sleep

•  Strong emotion, stress and illness also impair the ability to drive safely

Fundamental rule and principle of trust

The fundamental rule (Art. 26 RTA) comes before all detailed provisions: everyone must behave so as
not to obstruct or endanger others.

It goes hand in hand with the principle of trust: you may assume that others will observe the rules – as
long as nothing indicates otherwise.

That principle ceases to apply around children, older people and people with disabilities, and as soon
as someone's behaviour suggests a mistake is coming. There, particular care outweighs trust.
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Key idea & learning content

Being allowed to drive means being fit to drive: sober, alert and focused – that is your responsibility.

•  Know the fundamental rule: care, consideration and the principle of trust (Art. 26 RTA)

•  Assess your fitness to drive: alcohol, drugs, medication, fatigue

•  Recognise and avoid distraction as the principal danger

TO P I C  3 0  /  4 6

Behaviour at Accidents

Stop immediately

Every person involved in an accident must stop immediately. This applies even to pure property
damage. Driving off after an accident is a hit-and-run – a serious offence.

Secure the scene

Secure the scene so that no follow-on accident occurs:

•  Switch on the hazard warning lights.

•  Put on the high-visibility vest before getting out – especially on motorways and in the dark.

•  Place the warning triangle clearly visible at the roadside: on motorways and semi-motorways at 
least 100 metres before the scene, in built-up areas far enough to warn following traffic in good time.

Give first aid

Injured people must be helped immediately – this is a duty for everyone present, not only those
involved. Get an overview, give first aid within your means (secure breathing, stop bleeding, reassure)
and alert the emergency services.

Raise the alarm correctly

State: Where? What? How many injured? What injuries?

Personal injury and property damage

•  Personal injury: always call the police. Until they arrive, do not disturb the evidence.

•  Property damage: you must notify the injured party immediately. If that is not possible (e.g. a 
damaged parked car, nobody present), you inform the police without delay. A note on the windscreen 
is not enough.

Key idea & learning content

After an accident or breakdown the first minutes count: secure, assist, alert – in that order.

•  Secure the scene correctly (hazard lights, warning triangle, high-vis vest)
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•  Give first aid and alert the emergency services

•  Know the reporting duties: when the police must be called

TO P I C  3 1  /  4 6

Behaviour Towards Pedestrians

Pedestrian Crossings (Zebra Crossings)

At zebra crossings without traffic lights, drivers must give priority to pedestrians who are already on or
clearly about to step onto the crossing.

Approach every zebra crossing at a speed that lets you stop safely. Never overtake another vehicle
just before or on a pedestrian crossing.

Behaviour at pedestrian crossings

Pedestrians on the crossing always have priority – the vehicle must stop if necessary.

Children, Elderly and Disabled Persons

•  Children may act unpredictably – reduce speed near schools, playgrounds and residential areas

•  Elderly may move slowly – wait patiently, never honk to hurry them

•  Blind or disabled pedestrians (white cane, yellow armband) always have absolute priority

•  A school patrol signal must be obeyed like a traffic sign

Pedestrians on the Road (No Crossing)

Pedestrians may cross outside of zebra crossings, but they do not have priority. Still, you must avoid
endangering them and reduce speed if needed.
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In residential zones (max. 20 km/h), pedestrians have priority everywhere – cars are guests.

Key idea & learning content

Pedestrians are the most vulnerable road users – protecting them has the highest priority.

•  Give way at pedestrian crossings – ready to brake

•  Take particular care with children, older people and people with disabilities

•  Recognise the white cane as a signal for heightened care

TO P I C  3 2  /  4 6

Cyclists, Cycle Paths & Lanes

Cycle path and cycle lane – the difference

•  Cycle path: structurally separated from the carriageway. Cars may neither drive on it nor park on 
it.

•  Cycle lane: marked with a yellow line on the carriageway. You must not drive or park on it. 
Crossing it is allowed only exceptionally (e.g. when turning) – and only if you do not endanger or 
obstruct cycle traffic.

Overtaking bikes

Overtake only with sufficient lateral distance (rule of thumb: about 1.5 metres). If there is not enough
room, wait until safe overtaking is possible. Expect bikes to wobble or dodge obstacles.

Turning and right of way

•  When turning right, watch the cycle lane and any bikes to your right – they may be going straight 
on.

•  Bikes on the cycle lane going straight have right of way over the turning car.

•  Watch out for approaching bikes when opening doors ("dooring") and when pulling in.

Good to know

Children up to age 12 may cycle on the pavement where there is no cycle path or lane. So expect
children there too, who may move onto the carriageway.

Key idea & learning content

Cyclists have no bodywork around them – distance and attention make the difference.

•  Know cycle paths and cycle lanes: who may use them, who has priority

•  Leave enough clearance when overtaking a cyclist

•  Avoid the typical conflicts when turning (blind spot!)
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Driving motives & road sense

Why do you drive – and what does it do to you?

The typical motives are entirely normal – what matters is whether they end up governing your driving:

•  Getting there, being available: with this comes time pressure.

•  Freedom and independence: valuable, until they turn into rejecting the rules.

•  Enjoyment of driving: legitimate, but not on every road.

•  Status and recognition: the most dangerous motive, because it needs an audience.

Recognising the risk motives

Showing off: hard acceleration, tight overtaking, posturing – often under group pressure, especially
among young drivers.

Time pressure: it shortens gaps, stretches overtaking manoeuvres and turns amber into green. And
the arithmetic almost never pays: on an urban journey you gain minutes, not quarter-hours.

Frustration and anger: they reduce tolerance and make you see provocation where there is only a
mistake.

With passengers of the same age, risk-taking rises – not by decision, but by atmosphere. It is enough
not to want to look like the cautious one in the group.

Motives and driving ability

Motives act twice over: they change your behaviour (speed, distance, manoeuvres) and also your
ability.

Strong emotions narrow attention, speed up decisions and cause you to miss what you would have
seen when calm.

Road sense: from rule to attitude

Having road sense means that you do not follow the rules because you fear being caught, but
because you understand the danger behind them.

It shows in small things: letting someone in, giving up priority where insisting would create a risk, not
responding to provocation.

Remember: you answer for your driving, not your passengers. The licence is in your name – and so
are the consequences.

Key idea & learning content

Those who know why they drive recognise when their motives are pushing them towards risk – and 
can consciously steer against it.

•  Recognise your own motives behind the wheel

•  Identify the motives that lead to risk-taking
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•  Understand how emotions affect driving ability

•  Move from following rules to holding an attitude of your own
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Training, learner permit & probationary period

The path to the driving licence

•  First aid course and eyesight check.

•  Application for the learner driver's licence at the road traffic office.

•  Theory test – possible from age 17 for category B.

•  Practice: lessons with a driving school and private practice drives with an accompanying person.

•  Awareness course before the practical test.

•  Practical test !’ licence on probation for 3 years.

New from 2027: the awareness course must be completed before the basic theory test – the reverse
of current practice.

Practice drives: the rules

The blue «L» plate must be displayed clearly visible at the rear during practice drives.

Anyone obtaining the category B learner permit before the age of 20 must practise for at least 12
months before taking the practical test.

The accompanying person must be at least 23 years old, have held a category B licence for at least 3
years, and that licence must no longer be on probation. All three conditions must be met together.

Lessons and private practice

Both have their place, and it is the combination that prepares you for the test:

•  Professional lessons build the technique correctly from the start and stop errors from settling in.

•  Private practice provides the mileage and the routine in varied situations.

Licence on probation: 3 years

After the practical test the licence is valid on probation for 3 years.

•  A further training course must be completed, as a rule within the first year.

•  An offence leading to a withdrawal extends the period by one year.

•  A second such offence results in annulment of the probationary licence.

After an annulment you have to start again from scratch, with a waiting period and a psychological
assessment. Remember too: throughout the period the 0.0 ‰ limit applies.

The keeper's responsibility
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As the keeper of the vehicle you are jointly responsible for who drives it.

You may only hand it over to people with a valid licence who are fit to drive. If you lend the car to
someone without a licence or under the influence of alcohol, you answer alongside that person.

Motorcycle: basic practical training

For categories A and A1, 12 hours of basic practical training are compulsory after the theory test.

Only then may the candidate take the practical test.

Key idea & learning content

The licence is earned in stages. Knowing the conditions and deadlines avoids nasty surprises – 
especially during the probationary period.

•  Know the stages that lead to the licence

•  Know who may accompany a practice drive

•  Understand the licence on probation and its consequences

•  Know the responsibility of the vehicle keeper
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Fines & licence withdrawal

Level 1: the fixed penalty

Minor offences are settled under the fixed penalty procedure: a set amount, no entry, no court – you
pay and the matter is closed.

•  Holding a phone while driving: 100 francs

•  Seat belt not worn: 60 francs

•  Maximum amount: 300 francs

Level 2: report and criminal sanctions

Anything no longer on the fixed penalty list – for example substantial speeding or endangering others
– leads to a report.

The fine is then calculated on income, a monetary penalty may be added, and the administrative
proceedings against the licence open alongside.

Withdrawal: admonitory or for safety

The admonitory withdrawal sanctions a specific offence:

•  Minor: warning or withdrawal for at least 1 month.

•  Medium: at least 1 month.

•  Serious: at least 3 months.
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The safety withdrawal is different: it does not punish, it removes someone who no longer meets the
conditions for driving – through illness, dependency or unfitness. It lasts until the opposite is proven.

Extreme speeding: the harshest level

Particularly excessive speeding counts as an extreme speeding offence:

•  +50 km/h in built-up areas

•  +60 km/h outside built-up areas

•  +80 km/h on the motorway

Consequences: a custodial sentence and licence withdrawal for at least 24 months.

What does this mean for you?

The scale of sanctions is not a catalogue of punishments: it reflects the risk created. The greater the
danger to others, the heavier the consequence.

And during the probationary period everything counts double: one withdrawal extends it by a year, the
second annuls it.

Key idea & learning content

Sanctions follow a logical scale. Knowing it makes clear why some mistakes cost your licence and 
others only money.

•  Distinguish fixed penalty from ordinary proceedings

•  Know the degrees of withdrawal and their minimum durations

•  Distinguish an admonitory withdrawal from a safety withdrawal

•  Know the thresholds for extreme speeding

TO P I C  3 6  /  4 6

Accident risk & control loop

New drivers are at greater risk

The statistics are clear: new drivers have considerably more accidents than experienced ones.

The most critical moments are the first months after the test, weekend nights and journeys with
passengers of the same age. It is not a question of skill at the wheel, but of experience in spotting
hazards and of willingness to take risks.

Typical causes of accidents

•  Inexperience: hazards are recognised later and misjudged.

•  Distraction: phone, vehicle screens, passengers.

•  Speed unsuited to the conditions.
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•  Fatigue and alcohol, especially at night.

Model 1: the control loop

Three elements connected in a loop

Three elements influence one another: driver, vehicle and environment. What changes one changes
the whole.

An example: rain (environment) lengthens the braking distance (vehicle) and demands more
concentration (driver). If you are tired as well, all three factors deteriorate at once.

The loop runs continuously: you perceive, decide, act – and the resulting situation starts the cycle
again.

Model 2: the hazard fork

One path branching into three possible outcomes

The same situation can develop in a harmless, critical or dangerous way. What decides the outcome
is not how hard you react, but when you react.
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The earlier you intervene, the smaller the means required: easing off the accelerator in good time
replaces an emergency stop three seconds later.

Your strategies against risk

•  Drive defensively: observe, anticipate, keep reserves.

•  Give up risky manoeuvres: tight overtaking, «sporty» driving on unsuitable roads.

•  Know your own limits: fatigue, emotions, lack of experience in snow or fog.

•  Gain experience deliberately, not by collecting near-misses.

Key idea & learning content

An accident is almost never bad luck. It is the result of a chain – and every link offers a chance to 
intervene.

•  Know why new drivers are at greater risk

•  Know the typical causes of accidents

•  Understand the loop between driver, vehicle and environment

•  Recognise the hazard fork and act in time

TO P I C  3 7  /  4 6

Insurance & recourse

Third-party liability: nothing moves without it

Motor third-party liability insurance is compulsory: without proof of cover you get neither the vehicle
registration document nor the plates.

It covers the damage you cause to others: people, vehicles and property. It is what guarantees that a
victim is compensated even if the person at fault could not pay.

What third-party liability does not pay

Damage to your own vehicle is not the business of the compulsory policy. That is what optional cover
is for:

•  Partial comprehensive: theft, fire, hail, glass breakage, collision with an animal, damage from 
natural forces.

•  Fully comprehensive: additionally covers damage to your own vehicle that you caused yourself.

Injured occupants are covered by accident insurance: employed persons through their employer,
everyone else through their health insurer.

Recourse: when the insurer demands repayment
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The third-party liability insurer first compensates the victim – that is the purpose of compulsory
insurance. But where the driver has committed a grave fault, the insurer can then turn to them and
demand repayment of all or part of the amount. This is recourse.

Typical grounds:

•  driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs,

•  driving without a valid licence or despite a withdrawal,

•  massive speeding, extreme speeding offences,

•  failing to stop after an accident,

•  a vehicle clearly not roadworthy.

Remember: recourse can involve very large sums – an accident with serious injuries quickly exceeds
what a private individual can bear. It is the most tangible financial reason not to take certain risks.

After the accident: how to proceed

•  Secure the scene and give assistance.

•  Note those involved and the registration numbers; fill in the European accident statement.

•  Call the police if there are personal injuries or the injured party cannot be reached.

•  Report the claim to your insurer without delay.

Key idea & learning content

Insurance covers the financial consequences of an accident – but not grave fault. Recourse is the 
reminder that responsibility stays personal.

•  Know the compulsory third-party liability insurance

•  Distinguish partial and fully comprehensive cover

•  Understand recourse and its grounds

•  Know how to act after an accident

TO P I C  3 8  /  4 6

Operating the Vehicle

Before You Drive Off

•  Adjust seat, head restraint and mirrors – head restraint at eye/head height to prevent whiplash

•  Fasten the seat belt (driver and all passengers – mandatory, also rear)

•  Check that lights, brakes and indicators work

•  Children under 12 and shorter than 150 cm: child seat required

Lights

•  Day/night running lights mandatory at all times (since 2014)

•  Low beam in tunnels, twilight, fog, rain, snow
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•  High beam when no oncoming traffic and no vehicle ahead – dip in good time

•  Fog lights only in fog or heavy snow; rear fog light only when visibility –– 50 m

Horn and Hazard Lights

Use the horn only to warn – short signal in town, light signals at night and on country roads.

Hazard warning lights: when stopped at the roadside, approaching a tail-back, or being towed.

Key idea & learning content

Anyone who operates their vehicle without thinking has a clear head for the traffic.

•  Adjust seat, mirrors, head restraints and steering wheel correctly

•  Master every control confidently – before setting off, not while driving

•  Familiarise yourself with every vehicle, including unfamiliar ones, before driving

TO P I C  3 9  /  4 6

Roadworthiness

Driver Responsibility

The driver is responsible for ensuring the vehicle is in a roadworthy condition – brakes, tyres, lights,
steering, windscreen wipers, mirrors.

If the vehicle becomes unroadworthy during the trip (e.g. light fails, tyre damaged), driving must be
stopped or limited to reaching the next garage safely.

Tyres and Brakes

•  Tyres: minimum tread depth 1.6 mm (legal); recommended 4 mm summer / 4 mm winter for grip

•  Winter tyres recommended from October to Easter – with summer tyres on snow/ice you may be 
liable in case of accident (Art. 29 RTA)

•  Check tyre pressure regularly, including the spare

•  Brakes: spongy pedal, pulling to one side or unusual noise – garage immediately

Load and Occupants

Load must be secured against shifting or falling off. It must not obstruct the view or be longer than
allowed.

The maximum number of occupants is set in the vehicle registration document. Every passenger
needs a seat belt and a proper seat.

Key idea & learning content

Only a roadworthy vehicle may be driven – checking it is the driver's duty.
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•  Check lights, brakes, tyres (tread depth!) and windows

•  Interpret the warning lights correctly

•  Ensure a condition that complies with the regulations – have defects repaired

TO P I C  4 0  /  4 6

Passengers, seat belts & child seats

Seat belts compulsory for everyone

The seat belt is compulsory in every seat – front and rear alike. Adult passengers are responsible for
themselves; the driver is responsible for themselves and for children.

Exceptions are few: parking manoeuvres at low speed, certain occupational groups with frequent
stops, and medical exemptions, which must be certified in writing.

Securing children: the 12/150 rule

A child restraint is required for every child under 12 years old and under 150 cm tall.

Meeting just one of the two criteria is enough to no longer need one: a 10-year-old measuring 155 cm
no longer needs a seat; an 11-year-old measuring 140 cm does.

The seat must be approved and suited to the child's weight and height. A child too small for the belt
would simply slide under the lap belt in an impact.

Beware the airbag

A rear-facing seat may never be fitted in a seat with an active frontal airbag.

On deployment the airbag would strike the shell of the seat – and with it the baby's head – with
enormous force. The airbag must be deactivated first.

Seats: how many may travel?

Only as many people as there are seats entered in the vehicle registration document may travel.

Every person needs their own belt: belts cannot be shared, and no child may be carried on a lap. In
an impact, a child held only by someone's arms is impossible to hold.

Why the belt is vital

An impact at 50 km/h corresponds roughly to a fall from about 10 metres. Nobody can hold
themselves back with the strength of their arms.

And an unbelted passenger in the rear becomes a projectile for those in front. The belt does not only
protect you.
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Key idea & learning content

An unbelted passenger endangers the whole vehicle. The seat belt and the right child seat are the 
most effective protective measures there are.

•  Know the seat belt requirement and who is responsible for it

•  Apply the 12/150 rule for child seats

•  Understand the danger of an airbag with a rear-facing seat

•  Know how many people may travel in the vehicle

TO P I C  4 1  /  4 6

Loads, roof racks & snow chains

Securing the load: always

The load must be arranged so that it cannot slide, tip or fall: strapped down, wedged or held by nets.

Under emergency braking, objects multiply their weight: a 20 kg box strikes with the force of several
hundred. Put heavy items low down and towards the front, and stack nothing above the backrest.

Dimensions and overhangs

Basic dimensions for vehicle and load: at most 2.55 m wide and 4 m high.

•  To the rear the load may extend up to 5 m measured from the centre of the rear axle.

•  To the front up to 3 m from the centre of the front axle.

•  A rear overhang of more than 1 m must be marked: a clearly visible flag or board, and at night a 
light and a reflector.

Roof load and bike carriers

The maximum roof load is given in the vehicle documents – and the roof rack counts together with the
load.

Note: a higher centre of gravity makes the car noticeably more sensitive in bends and to crosswinds.
With a rear bike carrier, check that the lights and the number plate remain visible.

Snow chains

The sign «snow chains compulsory» applies to all cars: chains on at least two driven wheels.

Drive slowly, in the order of 50 km/h at most, following the manufacturer's instructions. Remove them
as soon as the road is clear. Four-wheel drive is no exemption from the requirement.

Motorcycle: helmet and equipment

On a motorcycle the helmet requirement applies: approved and properly fastened.
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Gloves, a jacket with protectors, trousers and sturdy footwear are also strongly recommended. In a
fall, clothing is the only thing between skin and asphalt.

Key idea & learning content

An unsecured load becomes a projectile and changes how the vehicle behaves. The rules on 
dimensions and marking protect others too.

•  Secure the load so that it cannot move

•  Know the maximum dimensions and mark overhangs

•  Allow for the maximum roof load

•  Fit and use snow chains correctly

TO P I C  4 2  /  4 6

Trailer

Categories and Licence

•  Cat. B (car) allows trailers up to 750 kg total weight, or heavier if total combination "d 3500 kg

•  Cat. BE required for heavier trailers (up to 3500 kg trailer)

•  Trailer must not exceed the towing car’s permitted trailer weight (registration document)

Speed Limits with Trailer

•  In town: 50 km/h (general limit applies)

•  Country roads: 80 km/h

•  Motorway / semi-motorway: max. 80 km/h

•  For heavier (BE) trailers, special lower limits may apply – check signs and trailer plate

Driving with a Trailer

Loading: heavy load over the axle, lighter load above. Secure against shifting. Heavy front load
increases drawbar load – check max. drawbar load on registration.

Driving: longer braking distance, wider turns, careful in side wind. Trailer with brakes is much safer
than unbraked.

Key idea & learning content

With a trailer, different limits apply: weights, categories and a different driving behaviour.

•  Check towing weight and total weight in the registration document

•  Know when category BE is required

•  Check coupling, nose weight, lighting and securing
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Towing

When You May Tow a Broken-Down Vehicle

Towing is allowed only to bring a broken-down vehicle to the nearest garage or safe parking spot –
not for general transport.

Motorways and semi-motorways are off-limits for towing. Leave them at the next exit.

Speed, Cable and Lights

•  Maximum speed when towing: 40 km/h

•  Tow cable / rod: maximum 5 m long, clearly visible (red flag on a rope)

•  Hazard lights on in both vehicles, day and night

•  The towed driver must have a valid licence and steer / brake actively

Difference: Towing vs Trailer

Towing = pulling a broken-down vehicle (emergency, max. 40 km/h). Trailer = a vehicle built to be
pulled (different rules, higher speeds).

Brakes-failed vehicle: never tow with a rope – use a rigid tow bar.

Key idea & learning content

Towing is an emergency measure with clear rules – for everyone's safety.

•  Know the rules for towing (connection, speed, lighting)

•  Know what to do in a breakdown: secure and warn

•  Know when professionals should take over

TO P I C  4 4  /  4 6

Vehicle registration, plates & vignette

The vehicle registration document

The vehicle registration document must be carried on every journey and produced to the police on
request.

It records the vehicle data: keeper, permitted weights, number of seats, towable load and approved
equipment. Significant changes – a move, a change of keeper, technical modifications – must be
reported to the road traffic office.
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Number plates

•  White: ordinary cars and motorcycles.

•  Yellow: mopeds.

•  Green: agricultural and forestry vehicles.

•  Blue: works vehicles.

•  Brown: special vehicles with a permit.

Plates are allocated to the keeper, remain state property and must be returned when the vehicle is
taken off the road. They must be legible and clean – a plate covered in snow or mud is an offence.

Exhaust emissions check

Motor vehicles must be in order as regards emissions. Modern ones are monitored by on-board
diagnostics; older ones require a periodic check.

An emissions warning light is not just an environmental problem: it usually points to a fault that
increases consumption and wear.

The motorway vignette

On motorways and semi-motorways (signed in green) the vignette is compulsory – for motorcycles
and trailers too.

•  It costs 40 francs.

•  It is valid from the preceding 1 December to the following 31 January.

•  A trailer needs its own vignette.

•  The adhesive vignette must be stuck directly to the windscreen; tucked behind the glass it is not 
valid. An electronic vignette linked to the plate also exists.

Key idea & learning content

A vehicle is only admitted to the road if its documents, plates and charges are in order. These 
formalities are part of driving.

•  Know which documents must be carried

•  Recognise the colours of the number plates

•  Know the exhaust emissions requirement

•  Apply the vignette rules correctly

TO P I C  4 5  /  4 6

Driver assistance systems

Assistance or automation: the difference

Assistance systems support you: they warn or intervene briefly. Control remains entirely in your hands.
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Automation goes further: the vehicle takes over the driving in defined situations. But even then you
remain responsible for as long as you must be able to take back control.

The most important systems

•  ABS: prevents the wheels from locking – the vehicle stays steerable under braking. Limit: it does 
not shorten the braking distance on ice.

•  ESP: brakes individual wheels to stabilise the vehicle. Limit: it cannot recover a plainly excessive 
entry speed.

•  Automatic emergency braking: brakes by itself when a collision threatens. Limit: narrow objects 
such as cyclists are not always detected.

•  Adaptive cruise control: maintains speed and gap. Limit: it reacts late to vehicles cutting across.

•  Lane keeping assist: corrects the line. Limit: faded markings or roadworks confuse it.

•  Blind spot warning: signals vehicles in the area you cannot see. Limit: it does not replace the 
shoulder check.

The limits of every system

Sensors: cameras and radar are limited by snow, heavy rain, fog, backlight or dirt. A sensor covered
in mud simply stops working.

Physics: no system can overcome the laws of grip. If the grip is not there, it is not there – with or
without electronics.

Switching systems on and off

Many systems can be switched off; some switch themselves back on when the engine is started.

The sensible approach is to leave switched on those that work in the background – ABS, ESP,
emergency braking – and to use deliberately those that intervene in the driving, such as cruise control
or lane keeping.

Remember: however many systems are on board, you are driving and you are answerable. An
assistant is a safety net, not a pilot.

Key idea & learning content

Assistance systems support the driver, they do not replace them. Knowing their limits turns them 
into a real benefit instead of false security.

•  Distinguish assistance from automation

•  Know the most important systems and their function

•  Recognise the limits of physics and of sensors

•  Know which systems are best left switched on
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Automated driving & takeover readiness

You are always the one responsible

Legally the position is clear: the person at the wheel remains responsible, whatever systems the
vehicle carries.

As long as you must monitor or be able to take back control, the responsibility is yours. The vehicle
executes – the person answers.

What does readiness to take over mean?

Transition from automated to manual driving

The most delicate moment is the handover: from the system back to you.

Being ready means: properly seated, hands available, eyes on the road and situational awareness
maintained. Sleeping, leaving the driving position or becoming absorbed in your phone is
incompatible with that.

The trap: over-trust and inattention

The more reliable a system appears, the more attention drops – monotony makes you passive.

Typical signs: no longer checking the mirrors, reacting late to warnings, turning to other things
«because the car is doing it anyway». This is a documented effect, not a matter of personal discipline.

When you must intervene immediately

•  When the system issues a takeover request (audible signal, display, steering wheel vibration).

•  When road markings are missing or there are roadworks.

•  In poor weather that limits the sensors.

•  Facing unusual situations: an accident, animals, emergency vehicles.

•  Whenever something does not match what you expected – doubt is enough.

Opportunities and risks: the conclusion
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Used well, assistance and automation systems make traffic safer: they never tire and they react faster
than a person.

The risk is not technical but human: it appears when they are trusted beyond what they can do.
Automation does not remove responsibility, it merely shifts the moment at which it is exercised.

Key idea & learning content

The more a vehicle takes on, the more the question becomes: who is acting now? The answer 
must be clear at every moment.

•  Know who bears responsibility at each level

•  Understand what readiness to take back control means

•  Recognise the trap of over-trust

•  Know when you must intervene immediately
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